
“A person only learns 
in two ways, one by 
reading, and the other 
by association with 
smarter people.”

— Will Rogers

The Illinois College of 
Emergency Physicians 
has always had good 
participation and great 
leadership from its 
members. When I look 

at the various ICEP committees, I am struck by 
the names of the participants. They range from 
the founders of emergency medicine here in 
Illinois, to current directors and leaders in the 
specialty, to young, up-and-coming physicians 
who are beginning to establish themselves as 
the new leaders in our profession.

ICEP, like all professional associations, pro-
vides for the convening of members to learn 
about each other, exchange best practices, im-
prove practice environments; all leading to the 
ultimate goal of optimizing the care of the pa-
tients we care for. 

To really unlock the “power to convene” that 
an association provides, however, active par-
ticipation is needed. One of the most reward-
ing ways to participate — besides attending 
educational programs or donating to the PAC 
— is to be a member of one of the many ICEP 
committees.  

Illinois College of Emergency Physicians
3000 Woodcreek Drive, Suite 200
Downers Grove, IL  60515

Illinois

EPIC

EPICInsideEPIC
2011 - Issue 3

Emergency Physicians Interim Communique

2011 - Issue 3
Vol 11 No 3

Results of Board of Directors
Elections Announced:
Welcome to New Members

The Benefits of Service to ICEP

ICEP’s Newest Smiley Award
Recipient Looks Back on
Growth of EM Specialty

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

 page 2 3 page

Spring Symposium, NEXT 
Forum Bring ICEP Members 
Together for Networking,
Education

 page 6 4 page 

ICEP Honors Legacy 
of Longtime Member 
Dr.Frank Baker

Michael Wahl,
MD, FACEP, FACMT

CoNTINuED oN PAGE 8

ICEP committee membership lets emergency 
physicians learn from each other, the second 
half of the folksy Will Rogers quote.  While the 
work of the committees advance the knowledge 
and practice of emergency medicine, those who 
serve on committees also increase their own 
knowledge and skills, often many-fold com-
pared to the effort they put into the endeavor.  
Here is a highlight of a few of the important 
committees run by our state chapter:

The Educational Meetings Committee, 
chaired by Marc Dorfman, 
MD, FACEP develops, im-
plements and evaluates the 
myriad of ICEP educational 
programs targeted to emer-
gency physicians.  Some of 
the ICEP offerings include: 

Oral Board Review Course:•	   This is one 
of the largest courses in the nation, with 
over 300 students a year.  

APLS/PALS Course:•	   This annual course 
updates the knowledge base of partici-
pants in the treatment of the critically ill 
child.

EM4LIFE LLSA:•	  Allows the practicing 
physician to get maximum benefit from 
the Life-long Learning and Self Assess-
ment process. The CME provided in the 
course is applicable for pediatrics, trauma 
and stroke to meet regulatory standards.

Spring Symposium & NEXT Forum:  •	
This is the largest gathering of ICEP 

members, bringing together residents 
and practicing physicians for the annual 
business meeting of the college and CME 
presentations on both clinical and public 
health topics.

Downstate Emergency Medicine Con-•	
ference: An emergency medicine educa-
tional conference that is traditionally well 
attended by EM physicians, nurses and 
paramedics from central and southern Illi-
nois.  The 2011 conference was in Peoria, 
and planning for the 2012 conference in 
Springfield is underway.

Emergent Procedures Simulation Skills •	
Lab:  This sim-based program updates 
the critical procedure skills needed for the 
critical-care environment.  Many of the 
procedures that we learned in residency 
are low-incidence/high-risk procedures.  
Periodic updates via simulation tech-
nology is a great way for the practicing 
professional to be ready for anything that 
rolls through the door of the emergency 
department.

The EM|MOREinFOUR Committee is co-
chaired by Linda Herman, MD, FACEP and 

Brian Do-
nahue, MD, 
FACEP.  The 
charge of this 
c o m m i t t e e 
is to ready 
phys ic i ans 

http://www.icep.org/directory/committees.htm
http://www.icep.org/admin/events/files/2011OBRCourseBrochure_DIG_4.pdf
http://www.icep.org/admin/events/files/2011EM4LIFELLSACourseBrochure_DIG_11.pdf
http://www.regonline.com/2011emergentprocedures
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Dr. George Hossfeld (center) accepts the Bill B. Smiley Award from ICEP’s 
outgoing president Dr. Dino Rumoro (right) and Dr. Carolynn Zonia (left), 
who presented the award to Dr. Hossfeld and spoke about his many ac-
complishments as an emergency physician.

ICEP’s Newest Smiley Award Recipient 
Looks Back on Growth of EM Specialty
George Hossfeld, MD, FACEP, of Wil-
mette, was honored with the Bill B. Smi-
ley Meritorious Service Award at the 2011 
Spring Symposium on May 12.

The Bill B. Smiley award honors individu-
als who have made significant contribu-
tions to the advancement of emergency 
medicine in Illinois. It is ICEP’s highest 
honor.

When accepting his award, Dr. Hossfeld 
took a few minutes to reflect on the growth 
and develop of emergency medicine as a 
specialty. Video of his speech will soon be 
available online at ICEP.org and Facebook.

An excerpt from his commentary is printed 
here for those who were unable to attend: 

I’m honored to be the recipient of this award.  
I’ve had the benefit of working with a num-
ber of giants in Illinois EM, including Harold 
Jayne, Vera Morkovin, and more recently, Gary 
Strange, and I’m proud just to be mentioned in 
the same conversation with them.

First, I would like to introduce and thank my 
family that has come to share this moment of 
pride with me.  ... My wife, Bernie, is an emer-
gency nurse of more years than I am allowed to 
say. We were married in Lutheran General’s ED 
(true story!) which says a lot about what EM 
has meant to us. Try and beat that!

There are many, many in this crowd that Bernie 
and I have seen as students, interns and resi-
dents over the years. You could say we watched 
EM “grow up,” from its first appearance as a 
specialty in 1979 to recognition as arguably the 
most highly respected specialty in the house 
of medicine today.  Along with our many ED 
teammates, including pre-hospital, nursing, and 

all the rest, we fought the battles of acceptance, 
upon which today’s EM is built.  

Increasingly, EM is finally being acknowledged 
as what we have always known; that is, that at 
2% of all health expenditures, EM provides the 
biggest bang for the buck in all of medicine. It 
has taken some others a while to come to that 
same conclusion. Some of the slower learners 
in medicine, the media, and politics still need 
convincing.

In 1980, when I joined ACEP and ICEP, our 
state chapter staff consisted of Jeanine Helms 
and Colette Mackey. We were quartered in 
a small condo on the banks of the lovely Des 
Plaines River, which every few years rose over 
its banks and flooded our office.  The office then 
moved to Jeanine’s dining room table for a few 
weeks. Ginny Kennedy came around that same 
time as our Executive Director. 

The expansion of our staff that we see today has 

reflected the various educational pro-
grams, advocacy efforts, publications, 
and other member benefits they now 
perform so well. Theirs is an important 
mission that we entrust to them.  They 
make sure that there is always someone 
who “has our back.”

There have been numerous important 
changes in EM in Illinois that ICEP 
has affected, but probably none more 
important to each of us than reimburse-
ment.  

You might find this hard to believe, but 
in 1980, Illinois Medicaid payments for 

emergency department visits started and 
ended at $17  — for everything up to and 
including resuscitation from cardiogenic 
shock.  When we started going down to 

Springfield to meet with IDPA staff in the 1980s, 
they had no idea what an emergency physician 
even was. They commented how we “seemed 
like nice young doctors” and wondered when 
we would be “opening our own practices.” That 
was where we started with many of our payers, 
and legislators, for that matter.  

There is no question that the lobbying efforts 
ICEP has made have led to many dollars of 
reimbursement for Illinois EPs from Medicaid 
and other payers. Another way to look at that is 
that our reimbursement lobbying has meant lit-
erally thousands of dollars in increased income 
in every one of our pockets — enough to justify 
your dues dollars many times over.

ICEP now sponsors the No. 1 Oral Board prep 
course in the country and a Written Board prep 
course that is not far behind. Our legislative staff 
has their ear to Springfield and Washington and 
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Results of Board of Directors Elections 
Announced: Welcome to New Members

also been selected by the Board. ICEP was 
allocated 13 councillors for 2011 due to an 
increase in membership. 

Representing ICEP as Councillors will be:
E. Bradshaw Bunney, MD, FACEP• 
Shu B. Chan, MD, MS, FACEP• 
Mark E. Cichon, DO, FACEP, FACOEP • 
Marc Dorfman, MD, FACEP• 
Cai Glushak, MD, FACEP• 
John Hafner, Jr., MD, FACEP• 
George Z. Hevesy, MD, FACEP• 
Chad Kessler, MD, MHPE, FACEP• 
Heather Prendergast, MD, MPH, FACEP • 
Dino P. Rumoro, DO, FACEP • 
Edward P. Sloan, MD, FACEP • 
Michael Wahl, MD, FACEP, FACMT • 
Edward J. Ward, MD, FACEP• 

Selected as Alternates were:
Don B. Cohen, MD, FACEP• 
Mark L. Mackey, MD, FACEP • 
Howard Mell, MD, FACEP• 
William P. Sullivan, DO, JD, FACEP• 
Deborah Weber, MD, FACEP• 
Carolynn L. Zonia, DO, FACEP• 
Leslie S. Zun, MD, FACEP• 

Dino P. Rumoro, 
DO, FACEP turned 
over the gavel to 
incoming President 
Michael Wahl, MD, 
FACEP, FACMT at 
the Annual Business 
Meeting that took 
place during the 
Spring Symposium 
on May 12, 2011 at 
Northwestern Me-
morial Hospital in 
Chicago. 

Dr. Wahl will serve 
as President for the 
2011-2012 term. Dr. 
Rumoro will serve 
as Past President. 

The results of the Board elections were also an-
nounced at the meeting. Incumbents re-elected 
to the Board of Directors were Helene Connol-
ly, MD, FACEP, Marc Dorfman, MD, FACEP 
and Heather Prendergast, MD, MPH, FACEP. 
Elected to his first term on the Board was Chad 
Kessler, MD, MHPE, FACEP, of Chicago. Mi-

chael Paddock, DO, of the John H. Stroger Jr. 
Hospital of Cook County residency program, 
joined the Board as its Resident Member. 

Councillor Elections
Councillors to represent the Illinois chapter 
at the ACEP Council meeting in the fall have 

The members of the ICEP Board of Directors pose together after elections results were an-
nounced at the 2011 Spring Symposium at Northwestern Memorial Hospital.

ICEP, Coalition of Specialists Taking Steps 
to Challenge Out-of-Network Act in Court
The Illinois General Assembly adjourned with-
out taking any action to amend the out of net-
work bill HB 5085, now Public Act 96-1523, 
which went into effect June 1.

The new law has a significant adverse effect on 
the fair payment of many of our members when 
they provide emergency services to patients 
who are out of network. For additional details 
about Public Act 96-1523, please see Page 8 
and refer to the section on the Government and 
Public Affairs Committee.

ICEP and its coalition partners (Illinois chap-
ters of the College of American Pathologists, 
American College of Radiology, American So-
ciety of Anesthesiologists; Illinois State Medi-

cal Society) lobbied hard for an amendment to 
make the legislation more palatable to physi-
cians or delay its implementation date so that its 
potential impact could be studied. 

ICEP and its coalition of facility-based special-
ties named specifically in the new law are not 
ready to give up the fight on behalf of our mem-
bers. The coalition plans to continue advocating 
for fair payment by taking legal action to chal-
lenge Public Act 96-1523 in court. 

The ICEP Board of Directors voted to join its 
coalition partners in support of undertaking a 
legal challenge to overturn Public Act 96-1523.

To support this initiative, ICEP has applied for 

a Chapter Public Policy Grant from ACEP. The 
ACEP Board will select the recipients at its June 
Board meeting. 

The first phase of legal action  as directed by the 
coalition is a feasibility study, which is in pro-
cess now. A Chicago-based law firm has been 
retained to analyze the likelihood of whether 
the new law could withstand a legal challenge. 
If it is concluded that a challenge could be suc-
cessful, a second phase to mount the challenge 
would then be planned and implemented by the 
coalition. 

ICEP will continue to keep its members' inter-
ests in the forefront as we negotiate this critical 
issue. Watch your email for updates.
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More than 200 emergency physicians, 
residents and medical students joined 
ICEP for its largest annual member 
event, the Spring Symposium on May 
12 at Northwestern Memorial Hospital.

The program opened with the Statewide 
Research Showcase, moderated by Re-
search Committee Chair Shu Chan, MD, 
MS, FACEP. The 2011 Showcase in-
cluded 4 oral presentations as well as 10 
research posters on display throughout 
the meeting. 

At the Annual Business Meeting that fol-
lowed, one ICEP member and one long-
time advocate for pediatric emergency 
services were honored with ICEP’s 
annual awards. For profiles of award 
winners George Hossfeld, MD, FACEP 
and  Evelyn Lyons, RN, BSN, MPH, see 
Pages 2 and 9.

The Symposium’s educational program 
continued after the Business Meeting with 
nationally recognized speakers Sandra Sch-
neider, MD, FACEP, President of ACEP, 
and Diane Birnbaumer, MD, FACEP on the 
agenda.

Dr. Schneider analyzed the impact of health 
care reform issues that affect emergency 
medicine.

Dr. Birnbaumer discussed best practices for 
providing optimal care for elderly patients.

Tarlan Hedayati, MD, FACEP, last year’s 
NEXT Forum winner, closed the Symposium 
with a clinical presentation on syncope in 
young adults.

More photos from Spring Symposium:

Spring Symposium Brings 
ICEP Members Together 

NEXT Forum 
Puts Young
Physicians in 
the Spotlight
Eleven of ICEP’s young physicians took the po-
dium after the Spring Symposium and compet-
ed in the 2011 NEXT Forum for a guest lecture 
spot at next year’s Spring Symposium.

Nathan Allen, MD, of the University of Chicago, 
has been selected as the winner. Two runners-up 
were also named: Christopher Lloyd, DO from 
the University of Illinois and Jonathan dela 
Cruz, MD, from Southern Illinois University.

Dr. Allen’s presentation focused on end-of-life 
care planning in the emergency department.

Presentations were judged by a panel that in-
cluded Symposium lecturers Drs. Schneider, 
Birnbaumer, and Hedayati. All presenters re-
ceived individualized feedback on their perfor-
mance.

Also presenting at the NEXT Forum were: Te-
resa Davis, MD; Benjamin Kemp, MD; Samuel 
Lam, MD, FACEP; Jenny Lu, MD, MS; Chris-
tine Patte, DO; David Pinto, MD; and Emilie 
Powell, MD.

The NEXT Forum was moderated by Lisa Bark-
er, MD, FACEP, Chad Kessler, MD, FACEP, 
and Christine Kulstad, MD, FACEP. 

Dr. Chad Kessler (center), one of the Spring Symposium 
course directors, greets speakers Dr. Diane Birnbaumer 
(left), of California, and ACEP President Dr. Sandra Schneider 
(right), of New York, before their lectures at the Symposium.

BELOW LEFT: Three “generations” of ICEP President at 
the Spring Sympoism, from left, Dr. Michael Wahl, Dr. 
Dino Rumoro, and Dr. Mark Cichon.  BELOW RIGHT: The 
NEXT Forum presenters pose with the panel of judges.
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ARE YOU AN ISMIE  POL ICYHOLDER?

For the fi fth consecutive year ISMIE 
Mutual Insurance Company will issue 
a dividend, bringing the total dividend 
dollars for policyholders since 2005 
to $74 million.  

Our policyholders are our partners.  
ISMIE shares the benefi t of 
improved loss experience with 
our partner-policyholders. In 
2011, ISMIE policyholders will receive 
over $20 million in dividends! 

Information on becoming an ISMIE 
Mutual policyholder is available by 
contacting our Underwriting Division 
at 800-782-4767, ext. 3350, or at 
underwriting@ismie.com.

To be eligible for ISMIE dividends, policyholders must 
have been continuously insured by ISMIE Mutual since 
the 2005-2006, 2006-2007, 2007-2008, 2008-2009 
and/or 2009-2010 policy years. The dividend declared 
for 2011 refl ects current fi nancial performance. Past 
performance does not guarantee future dividends.

www.ismie.com
11-1523-P  © Copyright 2011 ISMIE Mutual Insurance Company

ISMIE Mutual is Delivering Dividends to 
Policyholders Again!
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teaching faculty at the University of Chicago’s 
medical school, where several years later he 
became chairman of the emergency medicine 
department.

He also co-founded the institution’s medical 
helicopter program, the University of Chicago 
Aeromedical Network, known as UCAN. Cre-
ated in 1984, UCAN operates 24 hours a day 
within a 200-mile radius of Chicago.

Dr. Baker left the U. of C. in 1987 and served 
as a senior emergency physician at several hos-
pitals, including MacNeal Hospital in Berwyn, 
Rush University Medical Center in Chicago and 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Streator. Most recently, 
he served on the staff at Porter Memorial Hospi-
tal in Portage, Ind.

In 1983, Dr. Baker co-edited what was consid-
ered the first definitive textbook on emergency 
medicine, “Rosen’s Emergency Medicine: Con-

ICEP Honors Legacy of Longtime Member

ICEP Well-Represented at ACEP’s 2011 
Leadership and Advocacy Conference
ACEP’s Leadership and Advocacy Conference, 
held at the end of May in Washington, D.C., 
drew a diverse group of ICEP members who 
came together to attend sessions and represent 
the interests of all Illinois emergency physicians 
during their visits with legislators on Capitol 
Hill.

Representing ICEP were:
ICEP President Michael Wahl, MD, FACEP• 

ACEP Board Member Rebecca•  
Parker, MD, FACEP
ICEP Government and Public • 
Affairs Committee member 
Mark Mackey, MD, FACEP
EMRA President Nathan • 
Deal, MD
Jung Hwang, MD, FACEP• 

•     Amber Sabbatini, MD
•    Katie Watts, MD

•   Rachel Gilbert

A link to a video featur-
ing Dr. Deal discussing 
his visit to Capitol Hill 
is posted on the ICEP 
Facebook page, acces-
sible at www.facebook.
com/ICEPfan. A few photos from the 
conference are also posted, and more 
will be added as our representatives 
send them to ICEP. 

If you don’t already “Like” 
ICEP on Facebook, this is a 
great opportunity to do it now 
and get ICEP news on your news feed.

ICEP honors the 
memory of Frank J. 
Baker II, MD, FACEP, 
a longtime member 
who served as ICEP 
President in 1979 and 
was recognized with 
the Bill B. Smiley 
Award in 1984. 

Dr. Baker passed away May 13 in his Oak Brook 
home of complications related to diabetes. He 
was 65. Dr. Baker leaves behind a tremendous 
legacy of contributions to emergency medicine.

Dr. Baker was one of four founders of the Emer-
gency Medical Service Systems for Chicago, 
created in the late 1970s to coordinate the ser-
vices of paramedics and other medical emergen-
cy care professionals throughout the city.

Around the same time, Dr. Baker joined the 

Frank J. Baker II,  
MD, FACEP

cepts and Clinical Practice,” now in its seventh 
edition.
As a life fellow of ACEP, Dr. Baker remained 
committed to the Chapter over the past three de-
cades, faithfully teaching at ICEP’s Oral Board 
Review Courses twice a year through 2010. 

Dr. Baker received his bachelor’s degree in 
chemistry from Elmhurst College and earned a 
medical degree from Loyola Stritch School of 
Medicine in 1971. He later completed a mas-
ter’s of business administration from the Uni-
versity of Chicago.

“There was a time, and not that long ago, when 
emergency medicine physicians weren’t given 
a lot of respect within our profession,” former 
colleague David Howes, MD, FACEP, a profes-
sor of EM and pediatric EM at U. of C, told the 
Chicago Tribune. “Frank helped change all that. 
He was a fierce advocate of quality emergency 
medical care for patients.”

Rachel Gilbert, Rebecca Parker, MD, FACEP, and Amber Sabbatini, MD, 
visit Congressman Joe Walsh’s office.

Jung Hwang, MD, FACEP, Katie Watts, MD, and Rachel Gilbert visit 
Senator Dick Durbin’s office.

More from ACEP about the 
2011 Leadership and
Advocacy Conference

www.acep.org/advocacy/
federalissues/

http://www.facebook.com/ICEPfan
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES  

FOR BOARD CERTIFIED EM PHYSICIANS 

 

A new private EM physician group for top ER doctors has partnered with a new 

hospital on Chicago’s south side. Metro South Medical Center, formerly known 

as St. Francis Hospital in Blue Island, has awarded Emergency Care Physician 

Services (ECPS) with a 10-year EM physician-staffing contract. 

 

ECPS is a Chicago-based, physician-owned, financially democratic Emergency 

Medicine group with Full & Part-Time Positions Available Now for Board 
Certified EM Physicians. 

 

The newly renovated Emergency Department facilities of MSMC offer 30 State 

of the Art Medical Exam Rooms with integrated LCD televisions. 42,000 patients 

are evaluated annually by double to triple staff coverage, with 43 hours of 

physician coverage.  

 

 
Base salary is $190/hr for day shifts, $200/hr for night shifts. 
ECPS will provide malpractice insurance. 

 

If you are interested in participating in a financially democratic EM physician 

group, please contact 

 

Seth Guterman, MD FACEP 
(773) 255-1236 or sguterman@ecps.md 

 

More information can be obtained at www.ecps.md 
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for certification and re-certification exams; 
the committee have achieved great success in 
blending new learning technologies with tradi-
tional lectures to meet the needs of a great vari-
ety of learners.  

The traditional didactic courses review all • 
the major concepts of the qualifying exam 
in 4 days with expert faculty that helps 
participants learn and remember more.

The lectures are also recorded and avail-• 
able by webcast for asynchronous study.  
These webcasts are also available by topic 
such as Cardiology-Pulmonary, Pediatrics, 
or Trauma, fulfilling state or other regula-
tory requirements.

There is also a proprietary online inde-• 
pendent study tool.  The program has 650 
visual stimuli questions on EKG, x-ray, 
infectious disease, ENT, opthalmology, 
dermatology, trauma and more. The ques-
tions are multiple choice format and based 
on the 7th edition of Rosen’s and the 7th 
edition of Tintinalli’s.

The members of ICEP’s two educational com-
mittees are well-respected teachers, many from 
EM residency programs. They improve the 
skills and knowledge base of practicing physi-
cians and ready new attendings for their board 
exams. They also share amongst themselves the 
best educational practices, tricks and tips which 
they can use to improve their own abilities as 
educators.  

The Practice Management 
Committee is chaired by Mila 
Felder, MD, FACEP. This com-
mittee develops, supports and 
advocates for ICEP’s positions 
on practice management is-
sues.  The committee members 
educate payors on the unique 

role emergency medicine plays in the health 
care environment and provides information and 
education to members on reimbursement, pen-
sion/retirement and other practice management 
issues. 

Some of the other weighty issues that are tack-
led include: pilot projects to reduce ED utili-
zation in Medicaid population, out-of-network 
balance billing, CMS rules on procedural seda-

tion, and the disposition of behavioral health 
patients in the ED. The Practice Management 
Committee works to safeguard and improve the 
environment that we all practice in.

The Research Committee, chaired by Shu 
Chan, MD, MS, FACEP, helps 
to promote emergency medi-
cine research in Illinois. Mem-
bers plan the scientific papers 
and posters presentation at the 
ICEP Spring Symposium, spon-
sor a resident research competi-

tion at the Academic Forum, and conducts sur-
veys of EM departments on the research being 
conducted in Illinois.

The EMS Committee chaired by Scott French, 
MD, FACEP, supports and ad-
vocates for ICEP positions on 
EMS issues including para-
medic licensure, medical con-
trol and SOPs, trauma center 
designation and leadership in 
EMS systems. Recent issues 

the committee has engaged STEMI protocols, 
stroke centers, and designation of new resource 
hospitals. This committee also coordinates the 
activities of the Illinois EMS Forum and the Il-
linois EMS Medical Directors group.

The Government and Public Affairs Com-
mittee is chaired by Mark 
Cichon, DO, FACEP, FACOEP 
and is one of the most active 
ICEP committees. The com-
mittee identifies legislative is-
sues and advocates on behalf 
of emergency physicians at the 

state level in order to ensure a positive practice 
environment for our specialty.

This committee creates the strategies and action 
plans for legislative action.  It is our voice in the 
halls of government.

Much of the next year will be devoted to rescind-
ing Public Act 96-1523. This newly enacted law 
will have an adverse effect on the fair payment 
of many emergency physcians when they pro-
vide emergency services to patients who are 
“out of network.”  Under the legislation:

The physician provides service to an “out • 
of network patient” and bills the insurer.
The insurer can either pay the physician • 

bill or to negotiate a different reimburse-
ment amount.
If negotiation with the physician does not • 
lead to an agreement on the bill within 30 
days of receipt of the EOB, the insurer or 
physician may initiate binding arbitration.

The arbitration “solution” offered by the legis-
lation would place an undue burden on physi-
cians. The cost and administrative requirement 
of arbitrating each and every individual con-
tested bill places physicians at a disadvantage 
as they do not have the resources of the insur-
ance companies to continually go to arbitration.  
In addition, the law may lead to unfair business 
practices, as insurers will have little incentive 
to offer in-network contracts to facility-based 
physicians.  

Over a decade ago, I became active in both 
emergency medicine and medical toxicology 
professional and trade associations.  I was en-
couraged to participate as a way to “give back” 
to the specialties I belong to.  

I have found, however, that service in ICEP and 
other organizations has been a slow, gradual 
life-changing event and process, both person-
ally and professionally. I have met like-minded 
individuals who have become friends, thereby 
enriching my personal life. Through service, I 
have gained new knowledge and skills that have 
advanced my professional life and career.  

While I was encouraged to “give” in the begin-
ning, what I have received is much more than 
what I have given. I think most ICEP committee 
members would say the same.

If you would like to be a member of one of the 
ICEP committees, I would love to hear from 
you; drop me a line at mwahl@icep.org.

— Michael Wahl, MD, FACEP, FACMT
ICEP President

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

The Benefits of Service to ICEP from Page 1

See who already sits on these Committees:
www.icep.org/directory/committees.htm

http://www.icep.org/news/article.asp?ID=270
http://www.regonline.com/2011emm4
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One ICEP member and one long-time advo-
cate for pediatric emergency services were 
honored with the chapter’s annual awards 
during the Annual Business Meeting at 
the Spring Symposium.  George Hossfeld, 
MD, FACEP, and Evelyn Lyons, RN, BSN, 
MPH, were recognized for their commit-
ment and enduring service.

Dr. Hossfeld, of Wilmette, is the recipient 
of the Bill B. Smiley Meritorious Service 
Award, which honors individuals who have 
made significant contributions to the ad-
vancement of emergency medicine in Illi-
nois. The Bill B. Smiley award is ICEP’s 
highest honor.

Dr. Hossfeld is a Past President of ICEP, 
proudly serving two terms on the Board of 
Directors and as president in 1993. He was 
one of the first recipients of ICEP’s Meritorious 
Service Award, in 1997. At the Symposium, Dr. 
Hossfeld took a few minutes to reflect on the 
growth of the specialty of emergency medicine 

over the past several decades. Read his remarks 
on Page 2.

Ms. Lyons, of Oak Lawn, is the recipient of the
ICEP Meritorious Service Award, honoring her

significant contributions to the advance-
ment of emergency medicine by exemplary 
service.

Ms. Lyons coordinates the Illinois Emer-
gency Medical Services for Children 
(EMSC) program, serving as Manager and 
Co-Principal Investigator of Illinois EMSC 
within the Division of Emergency Medical 
Services & Highway Safety, Illinois De-
partment of Public Health.

In this position, which she has held since 
1999, she is responsible for the implemen-
tation and administration of childhood 
emergency care and pediatric disaster pre-
paredness initiatives within the state of Il-
linois.

Ms. Lyons has been involved in EMSC de-
velopment in Illinois since the program began 
in 1994. Her background includes over 30 years 
experience in the areas of emergency nursing 
and emergency medical services. 

Permanent, Locum Tenens, and Part-Time positions available nationally   •   Medical liability 
insurance with tail through our "A" rated carrier   •   Full service credentialing department  • 
Seamless administrative/payroll services with expedited payments to Physicians   •   State  
licensing acquisition sponsorship and assistance program  •  Physician referral program

Currently seeking Emergency Medicine Physicians for Permanent and Locum Tenens opportunities in Northern, 
Central and Southern Illinois locations.  Contact us for specifics about these positions—including compensation and 
shift schedules.  Learn about our additional opportunities in other states:  Wisconsin, Indiana, Missouri, New York, 
Ohio, Georgia, Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas ... WE STAFF NATIONALLY!   

from Page 1

Two EM Advocates Honored for Service,
Dedication with ICEP’s Annual Awards

ICEP President Dr. Michael Wahl (left) and Past President Dr. Dino 
Rumoro (right) congratulate Evelyn Lyons (center) after she was pre-
sented with the ICEP Meritorious Service Award.

http://www.echelondrs.com
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keeps us apprised of the many very real threats 
to the continuing practice of our specialty that 
arise.  

We work with legislators, regulators, and other 
medical societies. I can tell you that over at the 
Illinois State Medical Society, where I now sit 
on a several committees, ICEP is one of the 
most important specialty societies they confer 
with for important policy decisions.  That would 
have been laughable 30 years ago.

Over the years, I’ve been able to serve in many 
roles with ICEP. I’ve been fortunate to serve on 
the Board for some 15 years, on the Practice 
Management Committee for at least that long, 
and as President in 1993.  Some of you may re-
call with a laugh, my inauguration as the incom-
ing president when I came unshaven, looking 
like a vagrant with bilateral arm casts and facial 
fractures. Seeing me, a colleague offered to or-
der a social service consult. 

No matter what position I’ve been in with ICEP, 
I know I speak for many others that I have al-

ways felt like I took more than I gave from this 
fine organization.

Throughout all the changes over the decades, 
the one constant at ICEP has been that it is the 
most efficient, friendly, helpful, and rewarding 
organization that I have ever encountered.  That 
doesn’t just happen by accident. It happens be-
cause of strong leadership from above.  

Certainly from our fine Executive Director Gin-
ny Kennedy, but also from a string of fine EPs 
who have served as officers, board members, 
committee chairs, and committee members.  

I count myself as lucky to have known and 
worked with so many of them, and feel more 
positive now than I ever have in my career of 
one certainty: That is that EPs are a very special 
breed. 

Who else works 24/7/365 seeing the patients 
others try to avoid? Who gives away more un-
reimbursed care than any other specialty or pro-
fession — except maybe the Salvation Army?  

Who puts up with verbal threats, physical 
threats, infectious threats, and all the scourges of 
night shifts, weekend shifts and holiday shifts?  
Who does this all in the face of a terribly broken 
medical malpractice system that seeks to turn 
every patient into a potential plaintiff?  

We really and truly are the guys and gals in the 
White Hats.  What we do really and truly mat-
ters.  At the end of the day, no matter what hour 
that is, it is great to go home, look at yourself in 
the mirror and realize that the world is a better 
place for what you have done today. Not many 
people can do that.

In closing, I want to thank all the fine EPs, emer-
gency nurses, EMTs, and ICEP staff that I have 
had the pleasure to practice with over the past 
31 years.  It has been a genuine honor to know 
and work with you.  You truly are the “Good 
Guys and Gals of medicine,” and I am proud to 
be one of you.  Thank you. 
     
— George Hossfeld, MD, FACEP 
Bill B. Smiley Award Recipient, 2011

ICEP’s Newest Smiley Award Recipient 
Reflects on Growth of EM Specialty from 

Page 2
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The Illinois College of Emergency Physicians and noted author Deborah E. 
Weber, MD, FACEP, present EM4LIFE review courses to help you meet your EMCC 
requirements by getting your LLSA done in just one day — including the exam. 
Sessions that cover the 2009, 2010 and 2011 required articles are available (2011 
text coming late summer 2011). All sessions include the opportunity to take the LLSA 
exam online after the course.

Have fun and get it done... Have fun and get it done... 
Meet your EMCC requirements in just 8 hours!

Comprehensive, carefully detailed reviews 
of each LLSA article in an easy-to-read 
outline format

Appendix of the pertinent tables and 
fi gures of each LLSA article
Summary pearls of key points for quick 
review
Boardlike CME questions with LLSA article 
and EM4LIFE text-referenced answers
25 hours of ACEP Category 1 CME upon 
completion of text’s post-test

Course registration includes the EM4LIFE 
text

l 

l

l

l

l

l

EMERGENCY MEDICINE LLSA ARTICLE 
REVIEW CME PROGRAM AND COURSES

The EM4Life texts may be purchased 
separately for you to review at your 
own pace, on your own time. 2004, 
2005, 2006 & 2007 editions are 
available now.
Purchase texts at www.icep.org

The                   program delivers:

Let                    help you meet the challenge of  
continuous certifi cation and strengthen your 
emergency medicine knowledge ... for life.

Register now or purchase the text online  @  www.icep.org

LLSA Article 
Review Courses

2009 Articles
Thursday, September 1, 2011

Downers Grove, IL

2010 Articles
Saturday, September 10, 2011

Downers Grove, IL

2011 Articles
Thursday, November 10, 2011

Downers Grove, IL

Tuesday, November 15, 2011
Bloomington, IL

Register today!
Course space is limited.

Register early to 
reserve your space!

Contact ICEP today:
3000 Woodcreek Drive, Suite 200

Downers Grove, IL  60515
phone  630.495.6400
toll-free  888.495.ICEP
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QUALITY CLINICIANS. 
QUALITY CARE. 
QUALITY OF LIFE. 
Opportunities Abound With EmCare
Contact:  
Bill Masters, Physician Recruiter 
at (214) 712-2493 for more information.

Search hundreds of opportunities at www.EmCare.com

Photo Highlights of the Spring Symposium
Thank You to  

Our Exhibitors
PLATINUM EXHIBITOR
CEP America

GOLD EXHIBITORS
Abbott Point of Care
Echelon Doctors
EmCare
Illinois Prescription Monitoring Program
ISMIE Mutual Insurance Company

EXHIBITORS
APS Medical Billing
bioMérieux
Emergency Consultants, Inc. (ECI)
Emergency Medical Care, LLC. (EMC)
Emergency Medicine Physicians, Ltd. (EMP)
Emergency Physicians Medical Group, PC. (EPMG)
IlIllinois HIV Care Connect
Infinity HealthCare
Intermedix
Marshall Emergency Services Associates (MESA)
MEDHOST, Inc.
Midwest Emergency Department Services (MEDS)
PhysAssist Scribes, Inc.
Sonosite, Inc.
Strategic Financial Advisory Services

TOP LEFT: Longtime ICEP 
members (from left to right) 
Drs. Jeffrey Graff, Jacek Fra-
naszek, and Robert Anzinger 
catch up at the Sympsium.

TOP RIGHT: Spring Sympo-
sium presenters (from left to 
right) Drs. Tarlan Hedayati, 
Sandra Schneider, and Diane 
Birnbaumer enjoy lunch be-
fore the NEXT Forum.

LEFT: Dr. Shu Chan (center) 
congratulates all of the 2011 
Statewide Research Show-
case oral and poster present-
ers on their research efforts.
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Whether you’re preparing 
for your qualifying, oral, or 
recertification exam in emer-
gency medicine, ICEP has 
a course option to fit your 
needs and help you pass with 
flying colors.

Oral Board Review Courses
ICEP has spots remaining at 
its popular Oral Board Re-
view Courses this fall! Regis-
ter now for courses on Friday 
and/or Saturday, August 26 and 27 — limited 
availability remaining, so register soon. 

If you are taking your boards this fall, don’t 
miss your opportunity to prepare at ICEP’s top-
rated Oral Board Review Course. 

All of our course options put you one-on-one 
with experienced faculty at the ABEM Exam 
Site hotel. 

EM|MOREinFOUR Courses for Qualifying 
and Recertification Exams
Course registration is open online now for 
ICEP’s EM|MOREinFOUR Emergency Medi-
cine Board Review Courses, appropriate for 
qualifying or recertification exam review. 

The 4-day course will be held twice in 2011:
· September 6-9 (Tuesday through Friday)
· October 3-6 (Monday through Thursday) 

Sign up for the September course if you are tak-
ing the course for recertification prep. ABEM’s 
EMCC ConCert exam dates are October 3-8. 

If you would like to get a jump start on prepar-
ing for your boards, EM|MOREinFOUR Online 
programs are a great option, allowing you to re-
view online anytime. Register online and start 
the program a day later — it’s that easy!

www.ilpmp.org

Printed by the Authority of the State of Illinois IOCI 361a (2/11) 

 Tracking Controlled Prescriptions
 View Patient Prescription Histories
 Preventing Abuse and Diversion
 Mobile Accessibility – 24/7 Access
 Program is Voluntary
 Web Site is Free of Charge

Illinois Prescription Monitoring Program

For All Your Board Review Needs, ICEP’s
Powerful Options Make the Difference

Oral Board 
Review Courses

Friday & Saturday,
August 26-27, 2011

Chicago O’Hare Marriott
SEPTEMBER 6-9  |  oCToBER 3-6  |  oNLINE

http://www.regonline.com/2011emm4
http://www.icep.org/admin/events/files/2011OBRCourseBrochure_DIG_4.pdf
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Emergency Consultants, Inc. is a corporation providing management 
and administrative support to limited liability partnership clients. It is 

not a direct provider of medical care services. 866.915.7685  |  www.illinoisEDjobs.com  

MOVE TO YOUR OWN GROOVE.

Find the right beat with ECI. Looking to step it up at a Level I 
Trauma Center? Perhaps you prefer the relaxed pace of a small 
community hospital. Whatever your taste, we’ve got the � t. Hit 
the perfect work/life rhythm with our � exible scheduling model. 
Make the � rst move – call us today.
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PEoRIA, ILLINoIS: Emergency Phy-
sicians Staffing Solutions (EPSS) is 
currently seeking full/part-time Emer-
gency Physicians for Proctor Hospital. 
This 20-bed ED provides emergency 
care to over 20,000 patients yearly and 
includes an ED observation unit, digi-
tal radiology and multiple subspecialty 
coverage. Only 2.1 patients per hour 
with NP coverage 6 days per week! 
Superior compensation package includ-
ing increased holiday and weekend pay 
with equitable distribution of holiday/
weekend shifts. Must be board certified 
or board eligible in emergency medi-
cine ABEM, ABOEM, or board certi-
fied by APS. EPSS Physicians can 
work at one of 5 facilities in Central 
Illinois all within 1 hour of Peoria, 
volumes range from 2,700 to 20,000. 
EPSS physicians can choose to work at 
any or all of the facilities. EM Board 
Certification only required at Proctor. 
Flexible scheduling, claims made mal-
practice coverage and tail coverage, 
free online CME, and freedom from 
non-competes. For more information 
contact Jim Hubler, MD at 309-712-
1766 or email hublerepss@aol.com.

WESTERN SuBuRBS oF CHICAGo: 
New most beautiful and functional 
Emergency department in Illinois. 

The only “No Waiting Room” design • 
in the USA.
18,000 annual patient visits with • 
double physician coverage.
Level II Trauma Center, Chest Pain • 
Center Certified and EDAP Certified.
All digital hospital information • 
system.
Same physician group for 33+ years.• 

For additional information please call 
Dr. Joe Shanahan at (630) 330-0182 or 
email joseph.shanahan@ahss.org

Classified 
Ads





Carle Physician Group in Urbana, Illinois is excited to announce a new 
partnership with Kirby Hospital in Monticello, Illinois and is seeking 6 BE/
BC Emergency Medicine physicians to join our stable and experienced 
quality-oriented group of  16 physicians.  l Time will be split providing ser-
vices to Carle Foundation Hospital, a Level I Trauma Center, and Kirby Hospital, 
a critical-access regional hospital with newly constructed facilities to open in 
late 2011 l Ideal candidate will be comfortable working in a high-volume, 
high-acuity emergency department (65K visits) and a slower-paced rural  emer-
gency department l Emergency Department physicians are supported by a 
16-physician Hospitalist Department and 24-hour in-house coverage provided 
by Anesthesiology, Hospitalists, OB-GYN, and Trauma Surgery l Opportunity 
to teach medical students/residents through the University of Illinois Col-
lege of Medicine l Superior compensation package, paid malprac-
tice insurance with 100% tail coverage l Vacation, CME/meeting and 
holiday time with equitable distribution of  holiday/weekend shifts l Home 
to the Big Ten University of  Illinois, Champaign-Urbana is a diverse commu-
nity of  195,000 offering cultural, sporting and entertainment options usually 
associated with much larger cities; Monticello is a vibrant bedroom commu-
nity; both are centrally located two hours from Chicago/Indianapolis and three 
hours from St. Louis.  For more information, contact Karen Uden at 
(800)436-3095, extension 4112, email your CV to karen.uden@
carle.com or fax it to (217) 337-4119.

Our Lady of 
the Resurrection 
Medical Center 

Chicago
We are adding two FT 
Emergency Medicine 

physicians with exceptional 
quality, communication and 

customer service skills.

Our ED is located in Chi-
cago just five miles west 
of Wrigley Field and has 

41,000 visits annually with 
many high acuity patients.  
We are in the top 5 percent 
of all EDs nationally ranked 

by Healthgrades. 

 PA staffed fast track, 
academic involvement with 
senior level EM residents 
and 16 hours of double 

coverage. Employment with 
Resurrection Health Care, 
salary, paid vacation and 

CME with CME allowance, 
full benefit package with re-
tirement and pension plans.

Requirements:  Trained 
and boarded/eligible in 

Emergency Medicine with 
an unchallenged valid medi-

cal license in Illinois.  

Submit your confidential 
CV to:

Carla Casia, Director of 
Physician Recruitment

Resurrection Health Care
ccasia@reshealthcare.org

Phone: 773-990-8924
Fax: 773-990-8920

THE JESSE BRoWN VA in Chicago is 
looking for BC/BE Emergency Physi-
cians to assist with part time opportuni-
ties in the main ED.  Resident coverage, 
low volume, and competitive compen-
sation ($125/hr) combine to make a 
moonlighting opportunity difficult to 
match within the city limits.  Please 
contact Henry Pitzele (Henry.Pitzele@
va.gov) for more information.





asdfjkm
emeultrasoundkills

eairway adjunctsl,
ktathoracostomyik
gicricothyrotomyln
lmintraosseousvhd

fjqaccess andtlk
gwnmoreqxm

ICEP and NorthShore University 
HealthSystem come together to present...

emergent procedures
SIMULATION Skills Lab

August 12, 2011 | November 4, 2011
Center for Simulation Training and Academic Research

NorthShore University HealthSystem
Evanston Hospital  |  Evanston, Illinois

teaching critical skills for the critical-care environment

mailto:karen.uden@carle.com
http://www.regonline.com/2011emergentprocedures
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June 14, 2011
ICEP Research Committee
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
ICEP Board Room
Downers Grove 

June 27, 2011
EMPAC Board of Trustees
8:30 AM - 9:30 AM
ICEP Finance Committee
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
ICEP Board of Directors
10:30 AM - 2:30 PM
ICEP Board Room
Downers Grove

July 4, 2011
Independence Day Holiday
ICEP Office Closed

July 19, 2011
ICEP Government Affairs
Committee Conference Call
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

August 8, 2011
ICEP Educational Meetings  
Committee
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
ICEP Board Room
Downers Grove 

ICEP Calendar of Events 2011  
August 10, 2011
ICEP EM|MoREinFouR
Committee Conference Call
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

August 12, 2011
Emergent Procedures 
Simulation Skills Lab
Evanston Hospital, Evanston

August 26-27, 2011
oral Board Review Courses
Chicago O’Hare Marriott
Chicago

September 1, 2011
2009 EM4LIFE LLSA Article  
Review Course
ICEP Conference Center
Downers Grove

September 6-9, 2011
EM|MoREinFouR - Emergency 
Medicine Board Review Course
ICEP Conference Center
Downers Grove

September 10, 2011
2010 EM4LIFE LLSA Article  
Review Course
ICEP Conference Center
Downers Grove

September 20, 2011
ICEP EMS Committee
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
ICEP EMS Forum
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
ICEP Conference Center
Downers Grove

September 21, 2011
ICEP Practice Management
Committee
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
ICEP Board Room
Downers Grove 

September 22-25, 2011
Mock oral Private Tutorials
O’Hare Marriott Suites, Chicago

September 30, 2011
ITLS Illinois Advisory 
Committee
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Memorial Hospital, Bellville
Videoconferencing:
ICEP Board Room
Downers Grove 

october 3-6, 2011
EM|MoREinFouR - Emergency 
Medicine Board Review Course
ICEP Conference Center
Downers Grove

october 13-14, 2011
ACEP Council Meeting
San Francisco

october 15-18, 2011
ACEP Scientific Assembly
San Francisco

November 3, 2011
Academic Forum Resident 
Program & Career Fair
ICEP Conference Center
Downers Grove

November 4, 2011
Emergent Procedures 
Simulation Skills Lab
Evanston Hospital, Evanston

November 7, 2011
ICEP Educational Meetings  
Committee
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
ICEP Board Room
Downers Grove 

November 10, 2011
2011 EM4LIFE LLSA Article  
Review Course
ICEP Conference Center
Downers Grove


