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I. What we discuss in this podcast: We will be discussing the use of ultrasound in 

confirming endotracheal tube placement. This topic has been touched upon as early as 

1994 when it was mentioned by American College of Emergency Physicians as one of 

the modalities to confirming ETT placement, and it has been reviewed numerous times 

by ACEP. 

 

II. Why is this important? There are already a number of well-established methods for 

confirming ET tube placement. These include the classics like condensation in the tube, 

bilateral breath sounds, lack of epigastric gurgling, colorimetric CO2 confirmation as 

well as end-tidal CO2 and, of course, the gold standard: visualizing the tube passing 

through the cords. However, these all have limitations. The use of US for ETT placement 

confirmation is a great method to confirm tube placement, with sound evidence 

supporting its use. With some US practice, you can begin to implement this into your 

own armamentarium and use it for quick placement confirmation. 

 

III. Who to use it on and who not to use it on is discussed. 

 

IV. How to use it US for ETT placement is explained; however, we recommend using the 

cited sources below to view images of the different techniques. And as always, you can 

visit our Midwestern University EM page for more ultrasound technique videos!   

http://emergencymed.wixsite.com/mwuem  

 

Thank you so much for listening and be on the look out for more podcasts! If you have any 

questions or comments you can email either one of us at jalterie66@midwestern.edu or 

Dallas.Holladay@gmail.com or on Twitter @JonathanDominck @Dallas_Holladay 
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