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60 million Latinos in the US

https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/states/

https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/states/


Latinos in the USA

Betancur JJ. The settlement experience of Latinos in Chicago: Segregation, 

speculation, and the ecology model. Social Forces. 1996 Jun 1;74(4):1299-324.



https://www.chicagotribune.com/living/health/ct-life-inequity-data-policy-roots-chicago-

20200726-r3c7qykvvbfm5bdjm4fpb6g5k4-story.html

https://www.chicagotribune.com/living/health/ct-life-inequity-data-policy-roots-chicago-20200726-r3c7qykvvbfm5bdjm4fpb6g5k4-story.html


Latino health

Community Assessment of Needs

https://hospital.uillinois.edu/about-ui-health/community-commitment/community-assessment-of-health-needs-ui-can



Community Assessment of Needs

https://hospital.uillinois.edu/about-ui-health/community-commitment/community-assessment-of-health-needs-ui-can







Illinois: Disproportionate number of deaths

20% deaths in Illinois

17% of the population

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/covid19-statistics



Illinois: Greatest impact in working age groups

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/covid19-statistics



Chicago: Cases per 100,000

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/covid-dashboard.html



Chicago: Deaths per 100,000

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/covid-dashboard.html



Disproportionate economic impact: Loss of 

employment income

Census Bureau’s Household Pulse Survey (HPS).

https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/blog/a-triple-pandemic-the-economic-impacts-of-covid-19-

disproportionately-affect-black-and-hispanic-households

https://www.census.gov/householdpulsedata


https://www.latinopolicyforum.org/publications/webinars/document

/Forum-Briefing-Somos-Deck-April-28.pdf



Social Capital

‘the ability of actors to secure benefits by virtue of membership in social 

networks and other social structures’

Portes A. Social capital: its origins and applications in modern sociology. Annu Rev Sociol. 1998;24:1–24



Use your social capital to be part of the solution

● Knowledge: of unique and sometimes intimate 

patient needs 

● Influence: by virtue of our titles and social status

● Impact: change health care system delivery, 

social barriers, political policy











The essential role of physicians as allies

● Respected

● Knowledgeable 

● Can mediate competing interests/limited resources





A call to action

● Advocacy is in our job description

● Your privilege can be a community asset

● Science-based solutions are credible solutions

● You can make a difference by showing up,  

standing alongside others, and speaking out 

with them





Follow us!

@IllinoisUnidos

Illinoisunidos.com

Marina Del Rios @DraCoquiMD


